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MARGARET RIVER — MINING LEASES 

576. Ms A.S. CARLES to the Premier.  

With regard to the three mining leases near Margaret River, numbered 70/393, 70/394 and 70/395 that are set to 
expire on 11 October 2010 — 

(1) Has the government received applications to renew these leases from the current leaseholders?  

(2) If yes to (1), can the Premier please table these applications?  

(3) Does the government acknowledge that the Minister for Mines has discretion under section 78(2) of the 
Mining Act in determining whether or not to renew these mining leases? If no, why not?  

(4) Will the government consider letting these leases expire without making the decision to renew them, 
given the massive opposition to these coal mines in Margaret River?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I thank the member for Fremantle for the question and for some prior notice, given that this is in the portfolio of 
the Minister for Mines, so that allowed me to get some direct advice from the minister’s department.  

(1)–(2) “Has the government received applications to renew these coal leases in Margaret River?” The answer 
to that is no, there has been no application to renew those leases; therefore question (2) is not 
applicable.  

(3) Question (3) was whether the Minister for Mines has discretion in determining whether or not to renew 
the mining leases. The answer there is that the Mining Act 1978 provides that a holder of a mining lease 
has the right to have the lease renewed after its initial 21-year period provided all the obligations under 
the act have been met.  

(4) Question (4) related to whether the government would consider letting these leases expire. The answer 
is that the government cannot consider letting these leases expire as the act specifically provides that the 
holder of a mining lease has the right to have that lease renewed after the initial 21 years, as I said, 
provided the obligations are met. However, no mining can take place on these leases in the Margaret 
River area or on any lease until such time as all approvals, including environmental approvals are given.  

(4) In respect to these Margaret River leases, no application for a mining approval has been received.  
 


